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The 4th Australian and New Zealand Avocado Growers Conference was held recently at the 

Cairns Convention Centre in Queensland.  The conference ran for 4 days at the end of July and 

attracted attendees from throughout Australia and overseas.  Wayne and Jennie Franceschi 

both attended and reported back that it was an excellent conference that covered presentation 

and workshops on avocado growing, avocado handling and  avocado consumers.  The confer-

ence attracted 400 delegates with some fantastic keynote speakers and it was a great way to 

generate knowledge and industry contacts. 

The ANZAGC is held every four years with the next scheduled to be held in New Zealand in 

2013 but if you can‟t wait that long, start planning to attend the Avocado World Congress on 4-

10 September 2011.  To be held at the same venue in Cairns, it is expected to be an opportu-

nity to see „all things avocado‟ and we will keep you informed with more details as it becomes 

available. 
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For the 2009/2010 picking season, 

APMS will be offering a contract pick-

ing service to it‟s growers. 

Any growers interested in utilising this 

service need to contact Wayne on 

0427 988246 as soon as possible and 

he will provide further details. 

At the ANZAGC (see above), our very own Wayne 

Franceschi was presented with a Order of Merit 

award in recognition of his services to the Australian 

avocado industry in the last 23 years. 

Wayne was extremely flattered and surprised to be 

presented with the prestigious award and in his ac-

ceptance speech, commented that “Jennie very rarely 

managed to keep secrets from him but he had abso-

lutely no idea that this was planned!”  He also 

thanked his mentors Dr Tony Whiley and Dave Dun-

can for the guidance they had given him. 

Congratulations Wayne on this well deserved award!   

Wayne receiving his award— L to R AAL Chairman Henry Kwac-
zynski, Wayne Franceschi and AAL CEO Antony Allen 

INDUSTRY AWARD CONTRACT PICKING 

WOOLWORTHS 

VENDOR 

APMS is now able to reveal that is has 

a Woolworths vendor number and 

will be supplying them with produce in 

the upcoming season.   

We are a National Woolworths sup-

plier and are currently modifying our 

Quality Assurance program to include 

WQA. 

This program will be in addition to 

our current Coles supply program. 

PHYTOPHTHORA  

DAMAGE 

With recent rains bringing large vol-

umes rainfall, it is important for grow-

ers to remember to apply Phosphorus 

Acid sprays to prevent dieback. 



APMS is a member of the re-

cently formed Avocado Export 

Company (AEC) trading as Avoz 

Exports. 

AEC was established by seven of 

Australia's largest avocado mar-

keters in May 2009 with a focus 

on developing international mar-

kets. 

A new and innovative brand has 

been formed (see logo below) 

to capitalise on the fact that 

Australian avocados are a 

sought after commodity. 

Markets have been formed in 

Hong Kong, Bangkok and Singa-

pore with both sea containers 

and air freight being dispatched 

into these locations in the last 

two months. 

Jennie has recently been to all 

these locations with the AEC to 

meet customers and promote 

the AUSPAK Avocados brand. 

The returns to date have been 

pleasing and have averaged ap-

proximately $3.00AUD above 

the wholesale market with pre-

dominantly smaller sizes being 

preferred. 

Australia has a strong and grow-

ing avocado industry and it has 

become essential to begin devel-

oping export markets.  With 

this in mind, APMS has been 

instrumental in the development 

of AEC, giving our growers fur-

ther options in the future to 

promote and sell their fruit.   
 

Our recent survey results showed 

that many growers would like to 

utilise freight depots for delivery of 

avocados in the future. 

We are currently co-ordinating de-

pots in each main growing region 

and have also negotiated competitive 

freight rates for inwards deliveries. 

Once we have finalised all the details 

we will provide details of how you 

can utilise this service to save you 

time and money. 

Contact Wayne if you would like 

more information on 0427 988246 Ken West (beekeeper) has hives 

available to help with your avocado 

pollination. 

Unfortunately, due to fuel price 

increases, he has been forced to 

raise his price by $5.00 per hive 

but is able to service all areas of 

WA between Dongara and Hope-

toun. 

If you are interested in Ken‟s ser-

vice, please contact him direct on 

08 94596674, 0427 859678 or 

Sandy on 0429 149818 

NEED BEES? 

FREIGHT EXPORT COMPANY 

OFF TO A FLYING 

START 

WEBSITE LINKS 

The following interesting links to recent research reports can be found on 

the  „links‟ page of our website at: www.westnfresh.net.au  

 

 Strategies to Reduce Biennial Bearing 

 Monitoring Avocados Flowering for Suitable Cross-Pollination Va-

rieties at Lower South-West Region 

 Can Strategic Application of Nitrogen Help Improve Avocado Pro-

duction 

GROWER BUYING SCHEME 

Our survey revealed that not all of our 

growers are aware of our grower buying 

scheme, which is designed to help reduce 

farm input costs. 

APMS negotiates competitive prices on be-

half of it‟s growers for all farm inputs.  The 

scheme is available to all growers utilising 

our packing and marketing services. 

To take advantage of this scheme, just con-

tact your local Elders Ltd branch and they 

will verify that you are an APMS grower and 

discount accordingly. 

For any further information please call 

Wayne on 0427 988246. 

Our survey also revealed that some 

growers would like technical grow-

ing advice on a more regular basis. 

Therefore, Wayne will now be 

available to provide this service so 

all interested parties, please contact 

Wayne to discuss your require-

ments  on 0427 988246 

TECHNICAL ADVICE 


